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REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON 
CONTINGENT  FEES 


To  the  Members  of  the  Feiiiisylz'ania  Bar  Association : 

(iENTLEMEn: — Your  Cunimittee  on  Contingent  Fees 
has  already  sulanitted  two  reports,  one  at  the  meeting  held 
in  ipoy,  and  another  at  the  meeting  held  in  1910.  In  the 
latter  it  recommended  for  approval  an  Act  of  Assembly 
placing  the  matter  of  contingent  fees  expressly  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Court.  Fur  matters,  developed  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  on  this  Act,  the  Committee  retpiested 
that  it  be  recommitted,  which  was  dcme.  See  Annual  Re- 
port for  19 TO,  pages  298-321. 

At  our  meeting  in  1910,  1)\'  a resolution  unanimously 
ado])ted,  the  Legislature  was  asked  ‘‘tO'  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  a'  Commission  to  impiire  into  the  working 
of  the  ]>resent  laws  regulating'  the  lialiilitv  of  employers 
for  industrial  accidents  : the  comparati\  e justice,  merits,  and 
defects  of  the  laws  of  other  States  and  countries  relating 
to  the  subject,  as  well  as  the  causes  of  such  accidents;  with 
power  in  said  Commission  to  recommend  such  new  law  or 
laws  as  it  may  deem  wise,  ha\'ing  due  regard  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  same,  to  the  end  that  the  defects  in 
onr  ])reseut  laws,  if  an}-  be  found  to  exist,  mav  be  effecti\  ely 
remedied.” 

The  Governor  of  the  State  recommended  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  at  the  l)eginning  of  the  session  in 
January,  1911,  the  appointment  of  such  a commission,  and 
subsequently  a concurrent  resolution  was  adopted  1)V  the 
Legislature  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a Commission 
consisting  of  seven  members:  two  employers  of  labor,  two 
emplo}'ees  of  industrial  establishments  of  this  Common- 
wealth, or  dulv  accredited  representati\-es  thereof,  two  per- 
sons learned  in  the  law,  and  one  person  “of  skill  and  experi- 
ence in  making  investigations."  to  incpiire  into  the  “causes 
and  results  of  industrial  accidents  in  the  mines,  mills,  fac- 
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tories,  stores,  and  upon  the  railroads,  ships,  wharves,  and 
in  all  industrial  establishments  in  this  Coininomvealth,” 
the  Commission  being  instructed  “to^  study  the  most  ad- 
vanced methods  for  safeguarding  against  these  accidents 
and  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  a fair  compensation  for 
those  injured  in  these  accidents  and  for  the  families  of 
those  who  shall  he  killed  as  a result  thereof.”  The  reso- 
lution carried  with  it  an  appropriation  of  $15,000,  to  be 
included  in  the  General  Appropriation  Bill,  and  the  Com- 
mission was  directed  to  report  its  hnclings,  and  a recom- 
mendation for  w hatever  legislation  it  might  deem  advisable, 
to  the  i^egislature  which  should  convene  in  1913. 

't  our  Committee  has  had  several  conferences  with  the 
CioveriKjr  and  Attorney  General  on  the  subject,  finding  both 
greatly  interested  and  helpful  in  the  matter.  The  investi- 
gations of  the  Commission  will  necessarily  include  a con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  contingent  fees,  and  w^e  believe 
that  until  the  Commission  makes  its  report,  which  must  be 
to  the  Sessions  of  1913,  it  is  unw  ise  to  do  anything  in  the 
matter  except  so  far  as  may  l)e  helpful  to  the  Commission. 

hTur  Committee  therefore  reports  progress,  and  would 
ask  to  be  continued. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Abraham  M.  Beitler, 

John  B.  Colahan,  Jr., 
h'RANCis  Fisher  Kane, 
John  S.  Rilling, 

John  W.  Appel, 

A.  Leo  Weil, 

S.  J.  Strauss, 

Special  Committee  on  Contingent  Fees. 


